Paediatric Suctioning
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Aim is To reduce work of breathing and
Improve gas exchange.

Maintain a patent airway by preventing
aspiration by suctioning saliva or
secretions.

Consent should always be obtained from
the parents and child it approproate.

Avoid KY jelly as this can occlude the
nasal passage



able to maintain their own airway by coughing or
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Dalpate the chest




, Size of suction Catheter in patient ,
Age of Patient , et Suction Pressure
without artificial airway

Neonates (0-3months) | 5-6 French gauge (Fg) 60-80mmHg

-8 Fg 75-90mmHg 1012
3-13 years 8-10Fg 90-150mmHg 12-20
10-12f¢ I50mmHe

If suctioning is not adequate either increase suction
pressure or increase catheter size.

A catheter should not be >50% of their airway.



©@ © ® ®®©® ® ® ©® @



10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

16.

17.
18.
19.

Explain procedure
Hand hygiene

o child and parents.

afe and suitable position.
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Step Action
The wall mounted suction units are to be checked each shift by the nursing staff for their allocated
patients
When in use change liner when % full or every 72hrs and with each new patient / bed transfer.
Maintenance requests are reported in the appropriate manner

5 Alternative suction is provided for any equipment failure i.e. portable suction unit
Infants or children own portable suction unit, it is the Registered Nurse’s responsibility to check the
unit each shift. If the individual suction unit is not working then report to appropriate service
provider for replacement i.e. Invacare. If the container becomes overfull the suction will not work
and the filter will need replacing, ensure that the filters remain dry.
The container needs to be cleaned in the sluice room, using warm soapy water, dried and
reassembled.- Check all equipment is working correctly once reassembled
Registered Nurses need to ensure that individual suction bags / bedside equipment are stocked and
ready to use at all times with spare suction catheters and yankeurs as per unit routine.
Portable suction units needed to be checked as per individual unit requirements when notin use

1 | All portable suction units should be cleaned immediately after use and reassembled
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